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Dear Mr. Hoover? 


da_ the brosdeses~ts~se-~good—thatit_is almoste-but not quite-- 
as good as your being able to say yes, I most thoroughly 
agree with you ry po | into a person's loyalty belongs 
in the hands of apofenataan investigators and that evalu- 


ations of the data developed should be made by authorities 
appointed for that purpose.*® 


As I see it, that is the only way in which the 
vicious use of smear and fear by irresponsible persons can 
be ended. Your letter makes me regret all the more, even 
though I understand and agree with your position, that you 
and I cannot discuss this over the air. . 


There is no one whose word would have as much weight 


as yours. Do you have any suggestions as to who would approxi- 


mate that | ore and whom I could anvese? 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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June 20, 1958 


Mr. Walter fhtte AL BOSE TGR 


> National Assoctation for the HERE HS 


Advancement of Colored Feople 
20 feat 40th Street . 
Wew York 18, New York 

Dear Mr. Whiter 


Thank you very rnuch for your kind end 


underetcading letter of June 17, 1952. Your 


conclistonse are most jratifying and I certataly 
hone our efforts will conttnue to mertt your 
valued support. 


In the struggle against bigotry the nares 
of three men taunediately come to mind and JI reconnend 
ther for your consideratton. They are Mr. Ogden &. 
Retd of the Mew York Herald Tribune, Mr. Morrie le. ” 
Ernst of the Hew York law firm of Greenbaua, Folf/fo= F 
and Ernst, and Conjressman Encnuel Celler of New = 
York, It ts my sincere beltef that any one of thes® .. 
three gentlemen te eminently qualifted to partictp&e ™ 
én your radto program regarding the problene tnhergat 
in the determinatton of an tndtutdual’s loyalty. ~~ 
I hope that these suggestions may be of soge valu€g> ©& 
and I wish to reiterate my destre to bg offany posstbie 
asststancee S = %& 
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Stacerely yourp, ee: 
¢{ bee oko > 2. 
Melted o> too TY \ 


cc - New York, with copy of incoming. © 


NOTE: By letter of June 9, Mr. White rcekad pte Director 

to appear on his’ radio program for a discisston of problems 
arising out of. unfourkded charges betng made against a 
person's Layelsy. ‘On. June 11, 1952, the Director declined 
this invitétion with thanks. Mo copies of this letter are 
being designdted to Mr. Reid, Mr. Ernst or Congressman Celler 
as tt ts not knowny course, whether Mr. White will contact 


on or on of thege ae. Data re Reid, we Celler 
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Mr. Wal sail t te 4 Ri 

( Mattonal Assoctation for the_ | Per 

Advancenent of Colored People 7 ma 
20 West 4uth. Street 


Hew York 18, ‘New York ; 
| DECLASSIFIED BY 
Dear Walters om = 


e I must confess that tt ts somewhat dtecouragiag, 
after you have butted your head againet a brick wall dotag 
everything withtn your power, to read the news account of 
the resolution adopted at the Okliahona City convention of 
the NAACP, which condemns the FBI for tte tnability to cone 
up with a solution in the Flortda cases. 


You, of course, dtd send me a wire asking for 
connent and whether there was anythtng new. There was | 
nothing that I could talk about at that time. In the neantine, 

the news has leaked out about the tmpending grand jury tn 
Flortda, to tnqutre tnto these outrages and before which 
the evtdence gathered by the FBI tn tte seven months of 
tintenstve tnuestigation will be presented. 


I only wteh the authors of the resolution mo 
tnferred a lack of accompltehment would have been more 
spectfte and constructtye and spelled out what could have 
been done that has not been done. You, yourself, know of the 
Director's deep concern about thts situatton and of the 
high feeltng tn the organtzatton and destre to bring this 
to a satisfactory concoluston. It seens to ne that tnstead 
of throwtng brickbate a few constructive suggestions and o 
little encouragement would have been much nore tn order. We 
have spent over several hundred thousand dollars and used 
unltntted manpower to try_and ascertain the tdentitites of 
the perpetrators of these crines, 


f These are stuply my personal geet ete ed 
fe you.aes a friend, and org. not Dea | see 


CORDED - 27 633 
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seaina tion. 


Stneoerely, 
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For Failure in | 
Florida Killing | 


OKLAHOMA CITY, June 33 GP 
—The_ National Association for the,t 
vancement : 
condemned 
find. 


‘murGerer of a Florida_NAACP; 
lgader and his wife. 
The group also resolved to fight 80 
‘for “unequivocal” civil rights for Department 
Negroes at the Democratic and Re- -“Our Department Justice, 
publican Party National Conven- cluding the PBI, has maintained ¢ | 
tions. 3 wotid-wide_reputation for great ef- 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE, IS - C, DAYLET. 
; DAILY P§EOPLES WORLD NEWSPAPER, SEPT. TWELVE, PAGE THREE, COLUMNS TWO 


“4 jh THREE, REPORTS THAT NAACP WILL TAKE LEGAL ACTION IF NECESSARY IN ITS 


( FIGHT AGAINST SEGREGATION OF AND DISCRIMINATION AGAINST NEGRO FIREMEN BY | 
OAKLAND FIRE DEPT, NAACP ALLEGES ALSO THAT JOB DISCRIMINAT 4 
VOLVED IN OAKLAND FIRE DEPT. | 
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re orwarded herewith ea letter to the BAitor that sppeares_ 
Tens is fren 25, 1952 issue of the "“Gorpell sun, 
New York. This letter to 


signed by the 
Executive Committee," and refers to the Director as one of - 
prominent. NAACP members, 
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Ex¥Elitive Comm. of NAACP Acknowtedyes 
Anonymity at Concession Caused by Fear 


To the Editor: . , : 
We deeply regret Wet we did 
not reveal our name at the photo- 


graphic concession we m 
aC the resent Barton Wall dance. 
Although we might j our 


action by saying that our goal at 
e dance was to make money and 
t to combat discrimination, we 


t that the National Associa- 
n for vancement of Colored 
0 
that it has never ma ore and 


at it will never 


er, that the cause error 


iat the cause of our error is 
e mistake that so man 
are making throu 
t even at a liberal 


on like Cornell. 


brand liberal organiza 


oT = the effort to enlighten 
f the nature or pur- 


us, we have to explain that we 


are our 
ization predates the revolution 


over the “Red-tinge” to the sa 
faction of these people will 
listen to us and say that we are 


| opposed to discrimination in off- 


campus housing, to segregated 
schools, and to Jim Crowism. — 
The concealment of our name 
at our photo concession was a 
? table mistake which was 
caused by fear. It is, however, not 
half as regrettable as the mistake 
that many other Americans are 
making because of fear. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Aibany Chaoter continues to oppose activa es 
>f Communists within its orgar ge! 


(SC) 


Albanv Chapter not active at 
CC TO: 0.c& 


| REQ. REC'D. © Tae. 
DETAILS: FEB 16 1968" seer MFORUATION CORTAENEG 


N oa ae mcuaneey= 


present 
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SS 
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Keio! 


biey 
identified as 


as Communist Party members. 


~~" oe * 


: eal the A*bany Chapter of the 
has been inactive z ast five or six months = bX 
has had no indication tha ne "Communist clique" has ed 

to influence the NAACP. te 


NAACP Wart 1 elect officers in Jamuary, i$ 
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n “COM mL SU ae 
clique” are elected to orfice the national 
“2acquartevs which will act f the 
A’ ban: Chanter of the NAACP. as (1, Xone; 
refrained rrom taking pa>7t in recent campaigis against police (1 (© 
obritality against colored people because the Amezsican Labor 0) 
Pa-ty Ciub had instit::ted these campaigns andy ices not 
want the Albany Chapter of the NAACP to be linked with the 
American Labor rty Club in any way. (The ALP Club has been 
described ~ ff Communist dominated. ) 


| a -.: been identified sy Confidential Informant 
at - ° Commmist..Party membe:. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: | 


I thought you would vg to see the 


enclosed syndicated column. 


oon lt 


Walter White 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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BTRMIN HAM, ALABAMA 

Very little has been published to date in the local press about the incredible 
deal which was made last July between the Department of Justice Criminal Division 
and the New York City Police Department to exempt that city from federal investiga- 
tion or intervention in police brutality cases or other violations of the civil 
rights statutes. Part of the reason may possibly be local sensitivity to the ques- 
tion of police brutality. Within the past three years 63 Negroes have been killed by 
possce su Asmouws, most of them here in Birmingham. But, despite the meager atten- 
tion of the press given to the New York situation, it is being watched with grave 
concern here in the South. There are numerous indications that should New York or 
any other political subdivision of the United States be permitted to exclude the FBI 
and the Department of Justice from acting on violations of civil rights, every South- 
ern community will immediately demand the same privilege. The results could be 
disastrous. About the only effective action in local cases of gross denial of civil 
rights, and in particular cases of brutality by peace officers, bas been that 
afforded by the FBI. 
/ Nothing whatever was done by state or local authorities against the Ku Klux 
Klan in South Carolina and North Carolina until the FBI intervened and pulled the 
cover off a long series of brutal beatings and killings. It was federal, not local, 
officials who broke up the bombings of synagogues, Catholic churches and a Negro 
housing project in Miami. It was the FBI which secured the evidence and arrested 
Vernon Minnick, who shot and killed a Negro at Homestead, Fla. last Christmas day. 
Minnick had been a police officer in Washington and only recently hed been indicted 
by a federal grand jury there on charges that he beat up a Negro prisoner in the 
District of Columbia jail a year ago. He had gone to Florida and obteined a jobd as 


@ member of the police force to continue his brutality against Negroes. )) 
These and numerous other cases of mob violence, peonage, interference with 


the right to vote and other crimes have been exposed and punished as fer as the 
presently inadequate federal civil rights statutes permit during recent years. It 
is agninst this background that the current feteral. grand Sury ent Bowe of Buare- 
sentetives Ju@iciary Committee investigation of the agreement between New York City 
police and the Department of Justice take on nation-wide end, particularly, South- 
wide importance. : 

Sectionaliam, whether Southern or Northern, hes never appeared #0 divisiye or 
damaging as it does vhen these factors are taken into account. Hew York's Police 
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Commissioner George P. Monaghan is alleged by the New York press to have made the 
statement that the federal civil rights statutes are aimed at the South “and not at 
New York City." If Mr. Monaghan is correctly quoted, such an attitude is as danger- 
ous and unfair as the rantings of Southern governors like Herman Talmadge of Georgia 
and James F. Byrnes of South Carolina in their threats to defy the U. 8. Supreme 
Court and the federal government. There is great perplexity here about Mr. Monaghan's 
continued denial that any agreement had been entered into when the document hes been 
made public by James FP. McInerney, chief of the Department of Justice Criminal 
Vivisivn ov vue time the agreement was reached. People here in the South are asking 
if Mr. Monaghan is ignorant of what is going on in his ow department, or whether he 
believes that he can brazen his way through the embarrassing situation in vhich he 
finds himself, 

In view of the scandalous revelations of recent years about corruption in the 
New York City Police Department, it is difficult to accept seriously the defense nov 
being offered that the morale of the New York police is injured and the sensitive 
natures of New York police are being hurt by FBI inquiries into the long series of 
cases of police brutality which have been substantiated. Meanwhile, New York City 
taxpayers are becoming aroused about the huge damages which have been avarded by 
juries to victims of police brutality and the nearly $3 million worth of suits vhich 
are now pending in the courts. 

It has become clearly evident now that the Department of Justice itself must 
keep terminated whatever agreements have been entered into with New York City and 
conduct a thorough and honest study of its own records to see if there are any 


similar deals. There is no place in the country where this is more important than 


here in the deep South. Any impairment of the efficiency or effectiveness of federal 
police authorities would be disastrous, 


February 27, 


Mr. fal weAArse 
Executive secretary 


Nattonal Assoctation for the Advancenent 
of Colored Feople 

20 Weet 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 


Dear Mre Whites 


It wae nest kind of you to wrtte me on 
February 25, 1953, and to enclose a copy of the 
news release date’ lined at Birnminghanr. 


Constant vtgtlance ts necessary tn these 
natters,and certainly ctutl rights investigations 
warrant and will continue to recetve prompt actton 
on our part. JI very much apprectated the ree 
to review these comments. -. 
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Sincere! oure,.:.. . 
+. Je erely, yours, ciel fe ou 
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NOTE: Enclosure is a two-page mime ographed news Telease 
dated 2-26-53 which expresses alarm regarding the allegation- 
that the FBI was to be ercluded from investigating Civtl 
Righté-natters in New York City. 
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4 “NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED 
20 WEST 40th STREET, ’ NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


February 27, 1953 


Dear Mr. Hoovers: 


Some years ago you gave me a list of FBI agents 
with their telephone numbers and a note of introduction. I won- 
der if you would be willing to send me another such list since 
there have been so many changes of assignments end personnel, 
as well as another note of Rome chats era 


I heave ‘been in the “South a great deal recently and 
have talked with many people there about the possible develop- 
mentson the basis of the Surreme Court decision in the school 
segregetion cases and the new forms of mob violence such as in 
the Herry Moore case in Florida. It is gretifying to find 
here end there exemples of growing concern about the law-and the 
creation of a new and more decent opinion in the South 
oppositicn to that of the previous decedes. But we are still 
fer from being out of the woods, as you well know. The reason 
I want the list and another note of introcuction is to enable 
me to get in touch with FBI agents wnenever the necessity 
arises so that we can get prompt action in inset in the . 
bud any some which may we created. E; 


; 
: J 


: Y wes delighted to hear ‘from Lou Nichols the other 
day thet vour health constently SRPTOVSE r dq hope this will 
continue. ! : 0 oe | 


Secretsry. Walter (Whit ; 


~ Jd. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureeu of Investigation 
Depertment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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Erecutive Secretary 

National Association for the DATE ___.z/cfer BY 2% 
Advancement of Colored People ey 

29 "est 49th Street 

New York 18, New York 


Dear Mr. Whites: 


It was good to recetve your letter of 
February 27, 1953. 


In connection with your request, I am 
enclosing a list of the addresses and telephone 
numbers of our vartous divisional offices. I 
helteve that this will be of more permanent? value 
to you than a list of the names of the Spectal 
Agents in Charge of these offices, inasmuchr as 
changes occur from time to time in the places of 
assignment of our personnel. 


If you will call on the Special Agent 
in Charge of ary of our offices and identify your- ; 


self, I know that you will be gtuven every poestodle : 
assistance, | 


Your best wishes regarding my conttanse : 
good health are deeply appreciated. 


With kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


; wee ‘at « aww ot! OP and tet eee. oem & +” 


(H) MR, W warts “faTIONAL ASSOCIATION POR THE. ADV! 

COLORED PE -- For your information, Mr. Walter White, Em 
Secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of) 

People, has requested the Bureau for a list of addresses and § 
phone numbers of the Bureau's divisional offices. He indicated ¥ 
his reason for making this request was to enable him to get in touch 
with FBI representatives whenever the necessity arose in order to 
request appropriate action by the FBI in cases affecting his organi- 
zation. The list requested by Mr. White has been furnished to him 
and, although the names of the various Special Agentsin Charge have 
not been given to him, he has been advised that if he calls on the 
Special Agent in Charge of any of our offices and identifies himself, 
every possitle assistance will be rendered. ? 


The above is being brought to your attention so that you 
will be aware of the action which has been taken by the Bureau. In 
she event Mr. White calls on you, he should be treated courteously 
end appropriate attention should be afforded to requests made by him. 


3/17/53 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, 


Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable . 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


—" originating with the following government agency(ies) De pan mest of 
Z Ae bony , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
6/-3/76- GYO 
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March 19, 1953 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, De Ce 


Dear Sirs 


I wish to become a member of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, However 1 
it wise to check for confirmation or ey the occasional 
remark that the organization is Commnistic. I honestly 
disbelieve the rumor but wish to be safe rather than sorry. 
Can your bureau give me this information? 


Ve 


(SVG 


March 26, 1953 


Your letter dated March 19, 1953, has been 
recetuved and the motives which prompted your cornuunte 
cation are tndeed appreciated. | 


While I would like to be of assistance in 
connectton with your ingutry, I must advise that 
through the yeare I have followed consistently a 
policy of refraining from furntshing advice or come 
ment concerning mattere of thts nature. 


In the event you recetve additional data 
whitch you belteve to be of itnterest to this Bureau, 
you may destre to comuuntcate directly with the 
Spectal Agent in Charge af our Newark Office located 
“9 1836 Raymond = Commerce Butlding, Newark 2, Hew 

ereey eo 


INFORMATION CONTAINED Sincerely yours, 
HES 16 UNCLASSIFIED 
TE afve ee BY ee 


DA John Edgar Hoover 
Direoter 
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2 ecco - Newark (with copies of inoopides) ot i es 
Bureau files’ negative re correspondent. 
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DR. G. W. HAWKING ‘ WALTER D. PERRY MRS. B | * MCKINNEY 
President ad Vice President Serearyy “J 

REV, EOW. T. GRAHAM MRS. JOHN T. DUNN MRS. ISAAC C. MICKINS 
, First Vice President Trea rarer Financia! Secretary 


MIiIAM! BRANCH 


“, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
‘ OF COLORED PEOPLE 
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1018 N. W. 2nD AVENUE yams 2.1588 eripa 


RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS the National Association For the Advancement of 
Colored People has been,and is,vitally concerned with the by pap pe 
and ag@vancement of the Colored People of the State of Florida;en - 


WHEREAS acts of violence,coercion and intimidation have . 
heretofore been committed against representatives of the N.A.A.C.P., 
white and colored citizens of the State. of Florida,and against the 
veace and dignity of the State of Florida,by organizations and- | 
persons unknown; and 


WHEREAS the Federal Grand Jury now,jn session in Miemi 
has issued an interim report which has exposed,the sources of 
violénce and bigotry to the Public,the State Legidlature and ay 
State Law Enforcement Officials; and PS 


WHEFEAS it has been through the diligent efforts of this 
Grand Jury,Judge Holland,the U.S.Attorney General's office,the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation,L.E.Broome and Emory S.Ackerman, 
that this revealing and informative report has been made; 


It is therefore RESOLVED MECORDED-145 | G/ — 3 Peet” é- C4 | 


hat the work and efforts of this Grapg StiryS7ififiBe Holland, 
Herbert Brownell ,U.S.Attormmey General, the Popes es ol of Invest- 
igation,L.E.Broome and Emory S.Ackerman ang ts the same are nereny, 
commended for their diligent forthright an re endeavors 


mse — -_~_——_ 


gathering evidence, hear ing testinony and” préparation av 
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That the heartfelt thanks of this organization,be the 
same are hereby extended to all of those persons who made this report 
possible,and it is the N.A.A.C.P.'s respectfull request that the ~ 
Federal Grand Jury continue in its efforts to eliminate theag vicious 
tolls of violence and bigotry,to the end that all citizens of Florida 
can live in freedom and dignity. ' 
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FEDERAL BURGAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Mr. 

ur. winterrowd 
Tele. Roca... 
Mr. Holloman —__. 
ur. Sizeo 

Miss Holaes —.._... 
Miss Gandy 


ALL INFORM""9N CONTAINED 
HERES iS JCLASSICIED 
DA J 2 Y s(-t6rsfo 


4 %@ .** 


2 els SN wees pare ee. SRR: a 


q . 


pe0OROED- - /- 3/ T4-642 


Mre « BlancheucKtnney 
ch. Secretary 
\NUEXEY ' Miamt Branck 


Nattonal Assoctatton for the ALL INFORMATION CONTARIED 


Advancement of Colored People 


1018 Northwest Second Avenue HERE ic CAGLASSIFIED 


Miant 36, Florida 


—— ee 
Dear Mre. McKinneys DATE 4x ez. BY sree | 


I dtd want to let you know thet I have 
recetved the resolution dated Morch 27, 1953, which 
commends the efforts of this Bureau and others, and 
I can assure you that we tn the FBI are nost 
apprectatiue of the thoughtfulness which prompted | 
your branch to adopt this resolution. 


It te the sincere destre of all of us tn 
this Bureau to protect, within our jurtedictteon, eack 
and every person tn the Untted States, and we only 
hope that our acttutties always witli be conducted 
tn such manner Gs to warrant your support. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 


ahn Edgar Zoever 
( Directer 
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Office Menirandum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


-egeeMr. D. M. Ladd a 
FROM > A. RosehQ 2 


SUBJECT: CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERS 


There is attached hereto a memorandum for the 
Attorney General dated April 29, 1953, which contains 
information garnered from various sources in the Bureau 
which, it is thought, might be of assistance to the Attorney 
General in connection yith pol contemplated conference with 
representatives of the ration sociation. for. the Advancement 
of Colored People and Mr. “Waite alter Anite [te who are to meet with 
him°on this coming prides, Wap ome 


This memorandum was prepared in accordance with 


the Director's desires as ee in his memorandum dated 
April 28, 1953. 
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LOS ANGLES FILE FO. 100-5599 
BUNGAU FILE RO, UIRHG 

CF MATTOMAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCE:CIT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
INTERVAL SICURITY - G6 ~~~ 


A revort was originally suteitted in this case in May, 1942 @m 
the tasis of information received that COmMSIS Ware Ry ep om ee 
organize the NAACP at Lone Beach in order to place ti x 
and 


oT". k. wn Ox 7h o<9 a's 
Trials Las, 1X dication of Comaumnist influence in the 
LAACP « 


A closing report was sutmitted dume 21, 1943 when investiratim 
insicated that the organisation had become relatively inactive and its 
functions had in @ large pert been talan over ty Us "Negro Victory 
Co...ittec". 


Sis case wes seeneiie ait all ees 1948 on the basis 
c° inforration received that sors of the officers of the wrious branches 
of the NAACP were Coczamist Party monbers or sympathizers. A report was 
s.ir itted December 13, 1945. ve 

2 


The file contains, subsequent to the last revort “a rerular flow 
of inforation concerning the NAACP, its activities and plags for tho 
Nstional Convention which is being hold in July, 1949 in ws facia 


The report of Decenber 13, 1946 was a ponding report. Thero is 
adequate information in the file upon which to write a re,ort. This case 
13 in a delincuent status and a rcport should be sulmitted. 
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subritted in the immodiate future. 


sorcwiscn (LIEK ) 


This case has been followed on the desk. A report will be 
suiritted in the near future, 


SAC Re. Be HOODs 


This is not @ serious error on the part of the Special Agent or 
Supervisor. 


poe saree \ 


RSF CRE mawe al DATE whem ROD Oe ert mA -erorry mag ov 


ALBANY, NEW YORK | 5/21/53| 5/11,12/53 


"™< COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
COLORED PEOPLE, ALBANY DIVISION 
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Group in Sy ISS NAAUE 
specructionist tactics" in atteapeian to create ” 
incident which would a a in public disapproval of NAACP, 
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e FP, H. TOWNSEND, Pre 
rt if ic NAACP, advised Special Agent 
J on April 29, 1953 that he is any 
element" in the Albany Chapter of the NAACP, He stated that the 
NAACP has not been holding regularly monthly meetings but plans 
to initiate this policy in the near future, Mr, TOWNSEND ad- 


vised that the officers of the local chapter of the NAACP are as 
follows: 


-—_ => 


P. He TOWNSEND ~ President 
RENA DODD - Vi 


Erkan , OKC) 
Recording Secretary 


ALEX -GTEBONS P Treasurer 
AT SCHENECTADY, NEW YORE 


rsons ‘present who 
"obstructionist 
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the Executive Committee of the NAACP had 


b Ad 
BiGI0 previously decided against this dance because of the possibility 
) that public @isapproval might result from such an affair. 
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One cone of this report is be ignated for the Sa 


Office because National Hea tera of as sub ject ors 
is located there, oat ” 


INFORMANTS _ 


DATE OF ACTI- 
VITY AND/OR 
DES ve DATS AGENT TO 


OF INFORMATIC AOS. BQ YF © Bath ees 


LEAD 
THE ALBANY OFFICE 


AT ALBANY, NEW YORK 


Will follow and report activities of the NAACP through 
established sources, 
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The Louisiana “eekly Newspaper, New Orleans vublication, 
in an article deted »cvanber 8, 1952, pege 1, column 3 and 4, reperted 
the following individals had teen elected as state officials for the 

National association for the advancement of_Colored People in 
Louisiana. The elections were held October 24 and 25 at sessier City, 
Lovisiana, according to the article: 
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at I ‘TION CONTAIBED 
3 = New Orleans, ‘( 10C~2316 Sheer Is SSIFIED 
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Ful’ -time Executive Secretary: Attorney LEONAD P. 
mY, Baton iouge, Lovisiana; 
Presfdent: Ur. E. A. JSCHNSON, Natchitoches, Louisiana; 
Vice-President: A. HeGHaPITAL, New Orleans, Louisiana; 
Secretary: BC isl C™QAUPHIN, Opelousas, Louisiana; 
Treasurer: x. dwSPANLEY, Baton rouge, Louisiana; 
Executive board: Attorney A. PeeUREAD, New Ovloans, 
Louisiana; Attorney JESSE Ne—STONE, shreveport, 
Louisiana; ii. M~XQOLEMAN, Mindon, Louisiana; 
Rev, G. BSQCOTT, Natchitoches, Louisiana; 
Attorney 2. SBCUGH, Opelousas, Louisiana. 
egional Board: Dr. Ev Av~JCHNSON; JOH! Go B=.IS, J2., 
- Baton sxouge, Louisiana; Mrs. B. KALE, auston, 
Louisiana. | 
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This same newspaper in an article datcd Nov-mber 15, 1952, 
pege 1, colunan 3, rcportcd the 1953 offic.rs of the NaACP of Now 
Orleans as follows: 


President: A. cs-€MaPITAL, JR.; 

Vics Presidcnt: Mrs. MILDRED Ge-BTYRD; 

Vice President: Dr. RIVERS PRSDERICK; , 
Vice -rcsidcnt: (©. ©. DESJQIE, Sa.; LP a 
Secrctary: LIE BOYD; : be OR 
Treasurer: FsUL Ae DANDIA, SR.; 

Chapli2in: icv, ai asal 
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The Louisiana “‘eekly newspaper, May 2, 1953, issue, 
page 2, columns 7 and 8, rerorted the NaACP had inauguratec a drive 
te obtain 12,000 NAACP members. This article was captionec "Statewide 
Drive For 11,000 NAACP Nembers Gets Underway." 
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Attached is a telegram I 


eee 


ceived from | Mr. hae 
Welterhite, Executive Secretary of th@Metional _ 
/ Associgtion for the Advancement. of Colored People. 


Mr. Sizoo.. 


ma‘) 
After you have read it will you plezse forward it to 
the Civil Kights Section. 
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June 5, 1953 


Dear Mr. White: 


In the absence of Mr. Brownell from the 


city I wish to acknowledge with thanks your telegram 


to him, dated June 4, which I shall bring to his atten- 


tion upon his return. 


Sincerely yours, 


Secretary to Mr. Brownell 


Mr. Walter White 

Executive Secretary 

National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People 

20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, N. Y¥. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL HERBERT BROWNELL 

DEPT OF JUSTICE 

ALLOW US TO CONGRATULATE YOU UPON THE SPLENDID WORK OF THE 
FSI AND THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN INVESTIGAIING AND 
SECURING INDICTMENTS AGAINST PERSONS ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED 


IN SESIES OF ACTS OF TERROk IN FLOXIDA, THIS IS A GOOD 
BESINNINC AND TE HOPE THAT THE DEPARTMENT VILL CONTINUE 
ITS THOROUGH WORK AND PARTICULARLY THAT IT UNCOVERS THE 
DASTARDLY SLAYERS OF HARRY AND HARRIET MOORE AS WELL AS 
OTHER TERRORISTS AND VIOLATORS OF THE LAW IN THE STATE 
OF FLORIDA. WE NEED NOT ASSUPE YOU THAT ANY ASSISI'ANCE 
OU" ASSCCIATION CAN GIVE IS AVAILASLE TO YOU 

WALTER WHII'E EXECUIIVE SECREIARY NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED 

PEUPLE 20 WEST 0 ST NEW YORK 16 NY 
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COMMUNIST IWFILFRATION INTO 
_ASSOCIATION POR THE ADVANCEMENT-OF COLORED PEOPLE... 
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ce SUMMARY REPORT 
f. 
» J “4 


Synopsis of Facts: Officers of NAACP Chapters in Cairo, Champaign-Urbana, Danville, 
East St. LoulS; 2awardsville, Peoria, Tri-cities (Rock Island, 
Moline and East Moline, Tllinois) and Springfield, Tllinois 


set out. Attempts of Communist infiltratia@ into Peoria md 
Tri-cities chapters set out. 
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Cairo, Zllinois OTHERW LSE 


Vice-President: W, A. 
Secretary: 


omen ah vy. ¢ sy CoLG Hr 


apts d 
ecaiy" Wind Week CF Whe Month Et the Cavarter ¢ infor Cairo, 9 Mine ° 
informant has not come into possession of any ormation indicating 
infiltration into the above chapter. LNA & 


) - OWI, Chicago R. M. 
l - G2, Chicago R. MW. 
L - Si, Chanute R. M. 
- Springfield (100-3198) 
MOPERTY OF FBieethnis confident: 
HEI and are not to be distributed out side of agency to which 


@ AUG UG 24 1963; : 


Cheenat en-rbana, Illinois — 


President: JOE MOSM P | 
Vice-President: ~WIIDA-gzRNDON 


the Champaign-Urbana 
apter of the Rational Association ed People was 
founde? in the Spring of 1953. ‘This informant advised that there are approriaately 
25 + 3:0 individuals in this organisation and that although no regular meeting hall 
isr: ntainea, meetings are held approximately once a month at various churches in 
the isnpaign-Urbana area. : 


[a never observed any indication that the Champaign-Urbane 
ap: ef | P was infiltrated or dominated by the Communist Party or its 
(L624 sympa -izers. 


The informant asserted that due to a considerable amount of internal friction 
(bXako, among the merbers of said organization, it is his opinion that this chapter wil) 
soon fold up. 


Danviile, illinois 


The Daze Commercial News for January 9, 19D disclosed that HEMET ESSAYERS 
was installed as President of the Danville Chapter of the NAACP, e Reverend 
T. HUTCHINS and ees were installed as Vice-Presidents; Lor CHNSON, 
Secretary, and ROB OD, Treasurer. 


AAC Fr 
miapeer itormeriy in existence in Danvil. peer derur or several years. 
According to the informant, there has been some re indication that attenapts 
will be mde to reactivate this chapter. However eels dowtful that these 
atteapts will materialize. 


East St. Louis, Illinois 


President: Dr. JOHN ° : | ° 
Secretary: Reverend W. P>- 
Chairman of Executive Board: ERUGE,PBTIT | 


yr ewe 7 
he ty ’ . ’ ‘ ‘ te, sr @¢@ te 4 


-. persons, anc | on tr 
at the Mary Martin Center, 19th and Market Streets, East St. 


PD wns 2s cyte se wr assis 
ist Party or syapathisers. 
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WALTER JONES =I <, 
JESS-2>~ROWE 


+, ‘ o , _BAAG *' , 
and that meetings of said chapter we were held ‘mostly at the Y.0.C.A. in awa: lle. 
ormant, the total membership is approximately 50 persons . 
as not heard of my infiltration on the part of the Comaunist 
thisers in this chapter. — 


Peoria. Illinois 


President: Reverend BENJAMIN WeMOORE — 


Vice-President: JAMES CAMPBELL— 
Executive Secretary: Singhs 
A Labor Relations Board: HARRY 


; NAN\C p_ — Youth De t Boards 
/ Aha! Oe Financial “ecretary: | 
Board Members: HORACB.STONE, 
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East 
President: BOOKER m Teas 


lst Vice-President: 
2nd Vice-President: 
3rd Vice-President: M. iL? 
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Secretary: JIMMY 03 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer: Mrs. C. BE. GQLDIM 
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Presida@mt: KENNET 
Secretary: HELE 


Treasurer: GEORG! 


he snringi i@ ic 
aTapcver Of tne RAAC! on tr ‘ast Monaey Of the Bonu ne Urban 
Building, Springfield, Illinois. According to the informant during the 
1930's, there was some indication of Communist infiltration into said 
Honever, t these individuals were | 
group. since the above inciden never 
any sus Party attenpted to infilt the NAACP Chapter 
in any way. 
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C LRAD 4, 
« \:: SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 


AT SPRINGFIEID, ILLINOIS 


Will, through confidential informants and sources, follow and report any 


indication of Communist Party infiltration of the NAACP in the Springfield 
Division. | 


Report of SA ae dated 11-19-42 at Springfield, Illinois. (b NG ) 
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mE Attorney General 


% r 
Director, FBI | a 
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ALLECED Deore DISCRIMINATION ge 
IM CONNECTION FITH re. 
SCCURITY INVESTIGATIONS i 
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ZI thought you would be tnterested tn seetag the / o- 
attached coptes of correspondence which I have recent 
had with Mr. Falter Khite, Executtue Secrgtary of thé_setional._ 
Association for the Advuancenent of Colored People, and 
Wr. Clarence Mitchell, Director of the WAACP's fashington 
Bureau, as well as correspondence between Mr. White and the 


Secretary of State. eek G. i. ix hi 


This correspondence pertains to reports that durtag . 
securtty investicgattons questions have been asked which appear 
to reflect upon assoctation between white and Negro Anericans. 
In particular, it will be noted that three cases ree 
the asking of such questtons by Special Agente of the FB 
are cited by Mr. White tn his letter of July 16, 1955, to the 
Secretary of State. The allegattons itn that letter are aluost 
tdentical with Gllecgations which were previously called te 
this Bureau's attention and whitch resulted tn a request te 
Mr. Mitchell on January 17, 1949, that the tdentity of the 
cases and the sources of inforaatton be furnished eo that the 
facts wight be determtned. Although the tnforaatton was not 
received, the FBI nevertheless made thorough tnguiry at thet 
tine, and no tnformatton to substantiate the allegations was 


developed. 


| In my correspoadence with Hr. Fhite and Mr. Mitchell, 
I have attenapted to make a final dteposition of these allegations. 
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Please direct reply to: 
WASHINGTON BUREAU NAACP 
100 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
w D. CG 
Telephone National 8-5704 


August 17, 1953 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERES FD WtuLASSIED 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover . °. ONE __23/es o> Se 


Director : 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ‘* * 


Ue. 8S. Department of Justice aia | | (Nerke ) 
Washington, De Oe es : ; 


f 
My dear Mr. Hoover: 


I have read your letter of August 5 with great anterest. Your 
files will show that I have submitted many complaints on various 
matters to the FBI. In each case, I also sent whatever information 
I had which would be useful to investigators. If the persons, 

who gave me the information which caused our present exchange of 
letters, would permit the use of their names, I would gladly hand 
them over. Since this is not the case, I can only express Ce 


that you believe I "either do not have the facts or (am) unwiil 
to present the facts." 


I made the recommendation concerning the directive in nen faith. 
It is never "presumptuous" for a private citizen to make suggestions 


to a Government official which he honestly believes are in the 
ipa interest. 


Sincerely yours, eles . 


Director 
Washington Bureau 
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August 14, 1953 | ler 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


s 


I am acknowledging for Mr. White, who is 
away on vacation, your, letter of August 5 with 


+ 5 
wh ee om 
, a ‘ 


enclosures. . 
I am sure Mr. vhite will want to com- 
municate with you upon his return to the office 


next month.. 


Very cerely yours, 
oy ins D.C 


, oe 


strator -~ 


—_—_ 


er J. Edgar Hoover” *” 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D- C. 
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July 27, 1953 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


fy very warm thenks to you for your 


’ 
| bk. 
letter of July 22. I am checking. on this matter (vt) 


at . a 


and will write you again as soon as i have gathered 
the facts.’ : 


Ever sincerely, .., 
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Executive hn 

, .2 
malted yar? 
ar Be ae re Mt 


¢ 
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+e > ~@* @e?e 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director -- 
Federal Bureau of Investigation .. 
Depertnent of Justice 

Washington, D. Ce. , 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT JF COLORED PEOPLE 


a | 20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. bY . i 
/ yy monic cose Cocac> a 


UEDSHS 1G PACLASSHIED 


DATE ___zviea. BY-tO— July 16, 1953 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I am sending you herewith copies of correspondence 
with Secretary of State John Foster Dulles regarding repor 
whic have ccme to us of insuiries by officials concerned 
with security in asxing upon occasion white Americans if the 4 
invite Negro Americans into their homes or accept invitations 7 
“IKE 


from Negro Americéens as part of the prcecedure to deterzine 
the loyalty of american citizens. You will note that Mr. Ae) 
Dulles is directing responsibie officials of the Stete Depa 
ment that such incuiries are ey Serer. and is forbidding 
then to be made in future... : : *< 

I wiali to call your paskisslnts attention to the quotes 
in my letter of July 16 to Mr. Dulles in which four instances 
are yvyuoted wnich were supplied to me by hr. Clarence hitchell, 
director of the Washington Bureau of the N#acP in which are 


included instences of ere inquiries by representatives of 
the FBI. | | : | es . 


cies of “Mr. Nichols! nenbienliiae of January 17, 1949 
- | that any such inquiry by FBI agerts is contrary to instructions, 
|may we respectfully request that another directive be issued 
to all FBI agents on this matters. 
y i, RECORDED. 


: iG £3 LL 4 


Cordial 


mama "3 ie } # AE 26 S53 
_Waq MKT hit ru 


» Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
‘Washingtcn, D. C. 
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20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
LOneacars 3-6890 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 


° President : : 
Pobre oe tie Beord : Official Organ: The Crisis 


Dr. Charning H. Tebles 


Treasurer 
Dr, Allan Knight Chalmers 
Assistant Tresgurer 
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RLRE GPCATiN CONTE 
Bick 5 V ANEOD 
Gitta ee eyenuaee June 11, 1953 


My dear Mr. Secretarys 


099368 


: bed by resorts 
which continue to come te it ts alty boards 
continue to isk white persons by) or their co-workers 
invite colored arericans int mes or accept invita- 
tions tc visit t.:e homes o: ‘Yfécericanis. Tnis is done 
app: wrently on the assurpt no y white perscn who asso- 
cictes with Negroes is tz atically suspect of 
disloyalty. < - 


Tne latest nis kind of inquiry is found 
in an articie by Pé the New York Fost of June 9, 1953 
regarding the qu¢ of Miss Marcelle tenry. Liss Murja 
quotes Miss henrt guestioned by State Depzertment se- 
curity office:s eet : 


"They said to me," she recalls, "what would you 
say of so-and-so? Is he a good citizen? Is he 
loyal? They told me one of ny ¢o-workers had 
received colored people at his home. I could 
see nothing wrong with that." 


We are certain you will agree th-t such questions are 
exceed‘ngly danserous in their clear implication that there is 


something basically wrong in two Americans of different races 
associating together as friends. Possibly it is even nore. 


danzgero::s in its attribution to Cor-unists that only they 
accept Negro Americans as worthy of simple friendship. 


I remember an instunce of this which did American d@no- 
cracy great harm. It was the_famous Sccttsboro case. The 
fendants and their relatives in that case, which is still cited 
by Communists throughout the world against American democracy, 
succuxbed to Communist propaganda because they were the first 
wiuite people wie had ever treated the defenia:.ts and their 
parerts on the basis of equality. I myself was bitterly attacked 

y the Coimuhists because of my efforts to persuade the defen- 
dents tc trust in the legal procedures of American courts and 
to ccnvince them thet there were numerous ncn-Cormunist white 
Anericans wio wanted to see justice done. 


, ® ¢ 
peme 
=e 


> 


Ze 
June 11, 1953 


If efforts to apprehend subversives are going to 
establish as a yardstick of loyalty honorable associations 
between Americans of different skin color, the ground will 
tnereby be prepsered for other Scottsbcro cases. Ve are 
confident that you would oppose any such procedure. 


To approach this matter from another peent of view 
I would like to cite that my wife and I as well as a great 
many other Americans such as Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, Judge 
William H. Hastie of the Third Circuit Court of Appeels, the 
presidents of practically all hegro universities and ot 
American Negroes have white as well as Negro friends. We 
invite those friends into our homes and accept invitations 

for diner and other events in the homes of these friends. 

Are these friends in danger of having their loyalty questioned 
because we associate with them? 


Should that be true now cr at any future date, another 
dangcrous weapon would be thereby placed in the hands of the 
enemies of democracy. 


I am confident that you will agree. I, therefore, ask 
that wh:tever steps be taken which are necessary to forbid the 
asking of such questions in the future by State Department 
security officers or any otner represez.tatives of government 
making inquiries with regard to loyalty. 


Ever sinc erely 9 
Executive Secretary 


ionorable John Foster Dulles 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washingten, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Dulless 


I am sending you double thenks¢-first, fcr your 
exnlicit telecgrex to me at St. Louis re .£¢ the rexcval 
cf ry book, A RISIXG WIAD, fron libreri Iniis ond for 
your letter of July 13 in answer 
ins reports that various loyalty 


Witn resrect to the it ssue, would it be possible 
for you te advise me if ti.e } ind Calcutta libraries, 
und eny Oturcrs widich ma > removed A RISING Vilb from 
*heir shelwes, have replpcta tice Deck. 


with resrect { ies rade by various loyelty 
LS rés with ressec a: » social asscciceticn of white 
at's Gises CU Maen . eartening tc neve your very 
er>piicit ard f Tees tnit such questions are not 
a: proved by the nt of State. We are particuliurly 
ric.sed to not vs So are calling tiis ratter> to the itter- 
ticn of resporsit icizls concerned with the security of 
lepertuent employees and that you sre advising ther: of ycur 
c-reicrent with the sentiments expressed in ny letter to you 
os J une ll, 1953. 


I believe that the following four incidents prep-.red 
.t ny recuest by Mr. Clarence Nitchell, directcr cr the 
bishingten Bureau of the RAACP, may be cf interest ard value 
to you in the prej:ration of such a cirectives 


(b OE Wl, Ino le Jated Ncvemb-r 19, 1548 
_ = 


ID- > us an a’ fida fOben * ‘tere 
pwei by the and assed whether she Saw white ‘people gcing 
intc tne home oi a colored man who wis unier invc-*{ zations 
The file oeveals thet the lady declined to let her nane be used. 


"However, because we hzd other stctements elong the 
sane line, we did reet with Louis #ichcls cf the FBI on 
Jaiucry 17, 1945, to discuss the problec. «at tiwt tine, Mr. 
Nichols said tii.t FBI agents who rede such inquiries were act- 
ine centrary to imstructions. The file revee.s th.t I asked 


hdm for a copy of these instructicns, but he was unable to 
fird then. 


CNCLoSe . 


i ttl _-”- 


—_ 


* 99937, 
Mr. Jchn Fo:ter Dulles -2- July 16, 1953 


—."2. A person who is well-known to me repor 
ch 26, 1949, thut one of his acquai:.tences v 
by ar FEI cgent. The egeut asred wiether thi 
vidual ever had colored people visiting him in his 
Waen an affirz:tive reply wus giver., the person interv¥ix 
es:ed t sign a ststerient on it. The rerson being inte 
asred way this vas necessiry. The FBI agent reylied "because 
you lk.ve given deroyutory inforrzetion.* ‘ihe deroretcry intcre 
m:.ticn was that segroes visited the hone of tie person being 
ir.vestigated. 


Pi. Cur files, also, show thct we hid 4 repert on 
investigating agents (it 1s not clear whether t:.ey were FEI 
nen) asring tne following qucstion abcut a white girl, "Don't 
you think she hes an unusu.l interest ir. Negroes for a souther- 


_ ner?t 


"A, Last year, a young ma from kew York wes uncer 
ecnus‘c:ration for 2 legal’ position in tne Stite LDepcrtirenite 
Be hid come tc Kasnington frcu a nortnera cerrunity where he 
served @¢s & rezde> cf the Provecutcri!s staff. Apptrer:tly, he 
hed been «cecstei by a policerman one night while drivins a young | 
whiite woman hone. Tnis incident resulted in 2 conmsicerziie 
.rgurent in the resecutor's office. It a..esrs thet tiie Prese- 
cutor rentionei it to State Departrent invest! titers cr at 
le..st te some Gcvernnent investigctcrs wien he w..s a3:.e1 te sive 
& steterent cn tre young man. I was advieed by « irie:u in tie 
Lle,artce:nt tut tails bac. greurd hed caused cercgatcry informing 
ticr te be placed in the lawycr'’s security file. icter>, he gct 
a jcb with enother agency, but I doutt very much tt the State 
Desartrent would hve hired hir.*® . 


Fver sincerely, 


Fxecutive Secretery 


Mr. John Foster Dulles 
Secretary of State | 
Dep:rtrernt of State 
Washington, D. C. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Washington 


Dear Mr. Whites 


I refer to your letter of June ll, 19 3 sh you 
naecael ce emamaasnaaemenanial bee (0%) 


"aL € ate Department Security % sér advysec her that one 
of her ce: lleagues received colored people ir s home. You 
also stated that you had received reports th various loyclity 
boarcs are continuing tec <esk white employees|if they invited 
colored Americans into their home. Vm 


a 


I am in cemyrlete agreerent with your vi het associations 
between americans of different sk: lor snould Rot ve a 
factor in judging an erployee! ° to the United States. In 
this connection I have been officials who héeve been con- 


trer.t's Loyalty Security 

Board during the past few ye to the best of tneir re- 
collection, no erplcyee of tne De ment has been in sn inter- 

hf colored pecple nor h2s any 
cmployee been asxed tSs-que ring a hearin; before tne 
Beurd. Employees h: iN ahyput possible association with 
incivicuel colored pé¢ iey have been about association 
with individual wai en there is infcrmation that the 
association may hava \ pon an employee's loyalty or 
security. 


Zt is ' 
made the 3 which you have mention (Dae) 
letter. } im - ng these remarks rade a 
I must nectée oreviously made allegations to t 
Civil Liba regcrding her treatment by State ae Cp ag 
agents. avestigation, it was determined that her allega- 
tions were without substance. 


‘oe ob 


Saw, op 
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I am confident 


Mr. Walter White, ; 
National Association for the 
Advancenent of Colored People, 
20 Vest 40th Street 
bew York 18, Sew York 


- Vie 
*. 
> 


‘Confident that no officer of the Department of § 
who is ccnmeerned with the security of Department exnpl-yeesy 
believes th.t association of waite employees with colored 3% 
is any indication of disloyalty or of security risk. I ag @ $ 
this matter to the attention of responsible officials concermgg: 
wit! the security of Department exployees and I am advising them 
of my a,i:vement with the sentiments expressed in your letter. 


ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, NL Y. 


Please direct reply te: 


WASHINGTON BUREAU NAACP 
100 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. . 
Ww er Cc 
Telephone 
August 35 1999 ae 


ALL INFORMATION COM hINED 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 2). WR  CROUASSIFD 


od of Investigation DATE 2 /c< fe» BY S2.8877)4 


Ue Se Department of Justice 
Washington, De Oe | 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I have talked with Mr. Walter White concerning your letter of July 22 
and we agreed that I should clarify one or two points. 


When I met with Mr. Nichols in 1949, I mentioned that it is difficult 
to get persons to permit the use of their names when they make complair 
against agents of the FBI, As the head of an agency conducting investi 
gations where revealing the source ef information would not o violat 
confidences but would sometimes shut off bona fide complaints, I am sur 
you can appreciate this problem. However, it is very clear that the 
statements made to us come from amie e people and I regret to say 
that we receive them continuously, . 


All of us understand that you would not personally approve of discrimi) 
atory inquiries, but it would help matters considerably if the FBI 

issued a directive pointing out that questions on interracial associat 
and friendships are not relevant and should not be asked, This direct 
is badly needed in all of the agencies of Government because many of 
them at one time or another are guilty of questioning racial associati 


of their employees. | 
{Gl Se (SS } 


Re ae 
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Mr. Je Edgar Hoover 


I can assure you that I am always reluctant to submit any kind of 


complaint where it is not feasible to mention the name of the person 
making the charge. However, we mist face the fact that, at the pre ser 
time, many people are unwilling to challenge the methods used or 
questions asked by Government investigators. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Vy, Wate 


Clarence Mitchell 
Director 


Washington Bureau 
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Mr. Clarence Mitchell 
Director, Washington Bureas 


Wattonal Assoctattion for the Advancench} INCORMATION CONTARE 


of Colored People 


100 Massachusetts Avenue, Northwest HEREIR fS | LESS TED 
Washington, D. C. 
~ a DATE_3/cc/e2 Beste 

Dear Mr. Mitchell? 

I wish to acknowledge your communtcation of 
August 3, 1953. While you state that you desire te . 
clartfy one or two p pet ates I would be less than frank 

e 


tf I did not state that the matter ts still far from - 
clartftece % : 


It seers most unusual to me that you bioule 


ratse an tssue which tn effect condemns the FBI..without 
at the same time furnishing the facts =. which ai all ; 


hala are predicated. ~~ ou & 4 


It ts true that you ratsed the sane complotnt a 
with Wr. Nichols tn 1949, It te also true that at that = : 
time we made an exhaustive trnvestigation and went muck cn |; 
further than we were required to do tn an attempt to 
ascertain whether there were any derelicttions tr our Oi 
service as alleged by you. A& you know, at that tine 8 
we were unable to establish any facts which reflected 
that personnel of this service had acted tmproperly. 

iThere was a reluctance on your part at that time to 
produce or tdentify the individuals who had complained 
- to you, and tt seems nost unfair to revive the aubiguous 
‘. complaints of 1949 at the present tine unlese you ere 
-_prepadred to submit. facts. Quite frankly, I cannot 
underatand the actions ef those who make allegetio = 
of atesaptnes. and then are not prepared to we i 


¥ / thetz E, orrere ie. 2 03 5 Ts bh 2F 3 
‘Se ‘Sea's B 
Mr. falter ‘Whtte Lage wt mee 8 oe f 
_ seecust ve Secretory, waa epee 


: MANES 2 


AUG 1 2 1959 


SOSH tige 
bie) 


Mr. Clarence Mitchel] . 


As to tesuing 6 new directive potnting out 
that questions on tnterractal assoctations and friend- 
ships are not relevant and should not be asked, I feel 
that thts request te most unjustified, particularly 
since netther you nor anyone else has cone up with 
facts reflecting that representatives of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigatton are asking such questions. f, 
frankly, do not know how tt te possible to correct an 
evtl which hae not been established, and I feel tt te 
presumptuous on your part to aake such a request when 
you etther do not have the facts or are unwilling te 
present the facts which potnt to thts need. 


7 I am sure that the record of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation has now been established te . 


the potnt that no reasonable person would have any 
doubts whatsoever that any abuses which were estab- 
lished would be promptly corrected, and I would be 
the first to want to correct any tmuproper activities, 
I cannot, however, act on unsupported allegations and 
I would be rendering a dtseservice to my organization 
by tesutng such a directive when tt Aas not been 
shown that the need for euch a directive eztsets so 
far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation ts con- 
cerned. 


I, frankly, had expected more of @ co- 
operative attitude from an organtzation whose 
cooperation the FBI Aas welcomed and appreciated. 


Stneerely youre, 


Deo Edgar Beoves 


August 5, 1953 


rite Palter rhite Ms QF. : 
Kattonal Assoctation for tes «= AL INFORMATISN CONT ut 
scat tattaatacses oot HEMEN(S ASLISUER 


New York 18, New York DATE 3) Jen BY ores 


Pear Mr. Whites 


J am enclosing a copy of a communication 
which I have recetved from Mr. Clarence Mitchell, 
Director of your #ashington Bureau, dated August 3, 
1953, and my reply thereto. 


I, frankly, am disappotnted tn the treat- 
ment being afforded the Federal Bureau of Investigatton 
by the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. JI cannot understand the reluctance 
of Mr. ee tn furnishing the facts upon which 


he uakes FAB?» nor can J understand his action 
tn ssaaeeal nts of an ambiguous nature ,+a-d0es. 


whitch, at that time, after exhaustive investi gatton, 
could not_ be established end-wrtchwee-edutttedn 


Stncerely yours, .. 
J. Edgor Hoover 
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Washington Field advised crore GD °° 
Washington, D. C., connected with the Washi r 0: 
NAACP, contacted the Weshington Pield off ~ ! 
information concerning the activities of 

being interviewed end the Department is 


all developments im these cases. 


ACTION? 


All three casee will be followed closely with the 
Department, Washington Weld Office and the Baltimore Office. 
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Transait the following Ieietype message to: 
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ie SPRINGFIELD (100-3198) 10-2-53 
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RECTOR, FBI 
" Gyaage actIvI ES, SPRINGFIELD Division, 1s- c. QD 
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ON OCTOBER 16, 17, AND 18, 1953. Q§NPexPRESSED ze 
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1953 THAT NAACP PLANS TO HAVE A CONVENTION IN CATRO S 


(LAs) ATPFEHENSTON REGARDING INSTANT PLANS DUE TO FACT THAT 
PRESENCE OF SUCH A CCNVENTION COULD GIVE RISE TO SERIC'S 
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4 
RACIAL CLASHES IF NEGROES ATTEMPT TO GAIN ENTRANCE TO z 


"HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, AND SOURCES_OF ENTERTAINMENT™ 


——- ee ° 


WHICH AFE ACCUSTOMED’ TO SEGREGATION IN CARO. 


—_— + 


ALVISES HE WILL © 
7 CLOSE BEFORE CATERING TO NEGRO GUESTS, AND 
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w 7, SEVERAL CAFE OWNERS HAVE EXPRESSED SIMILAR OPINIONS. £ yt 
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FEARS AGITATION MAY BE A PRIMA MOTIVE OF p 
CATRO AS THE CONVENTION SCENE INASMUCH AS 0 sTUuDENfs(/..97 
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Transait the following Tsrety#e message to: 


PAGE TWO 


FAVE AS RECENTLY AS A YEAR AGO BEEN PERMITTED TO ENTER 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS ON AN UNSEGREGATED BASIS, AND THAT NAACP 
DESIRES TO CAPITALIZE ON THESE GAINS PY FURTHER REDUCING 


SEGREGATION. QP ALSO constDERs CAIRO AS NOT A K{c / 


NORM AL LOGICAL CHOICE FOR CONVENTION DUE TO ITS SHALL 


_— eee eee ee 


SIZE AND ITS REMOTE LOCATION FROM CEICAGO AND OTHER LARGE 


——- meee ee 


c= —* See ey 


COMIINITTES WHO WCULD SPONSOR THE LAFGER DELEGATICNS. HE 
RELIEVES NAACP HAS A FORETGN STRATEGY BEHIND D=USIGNATING 


TT 
CAIRO FOR CONVENTION, AND THAT TOWNSPEOPLE MAY REACH UN= 


FAVORABLY TO THE PRESENCE OF A NAACP CONVENTION WIT HOUT 


EXCITATION WHICH WOULD PRECIPITATE FROM "TEST GROUPS” 

AND SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. LOCAL NEWSPAPER PLANS NO ADVANCE 
P'IIBLTCL TY RE CCNVENTION AND IT IS NOT COM‘ON KNOWLEDGE 
AT THIS TIME THAT C°NVENTICN IS SCHEDULED FOR CATRO. 
ABOVE FCR INFORMATION. 


a (bof) 
cago (Info) (AM) 


HOSTENY 


VIA AIR MAIL 


Olney Iit 


ie Ge 2) 76-65 
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130 6 
Cr acrrvirtirs oF THE RATIONAL assocrMtith 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE, 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, DIVISION ~ ~ 
) INFORMATION CONCERNING 
V (CIVIL RIGHTS) 


nefield Office has been advised daa 
Cairo, Illinois, that the National on 
t 


of Colored Pvople plans to have a 
Cairo, Tilinois, on October 16, 17, and 18, 1953. 
expressed apprehension regarding these plans due ac 


the presence of such a convention could give rise to serious racial 
| clashes if the Negroes attempted to gain entrance to “hotels, 
restaurants and sources of entertainnent” which are accustomed to 
| (Ox segregation in Cairo. 


ue } 


It has also been reported thet several cafe owners have 
expressed the opinion that they will close before catering to 
Nepro guests. 


GD «::::- that Negro etudents vere recently 
permit e public schoole of Cairo, Illinois, on an 
unsegregated basis and he was of the opinion that Cairo had been 


selected as the site of the convention in order to sage QR. 
these gains by further reducing segregation in Cairo, * ov 


He considers that Cairo is: sot the logical ono30e ar yor Ne 
convention due to ite emall size and ite remote location‘frou 
Chicago and other large communities and he is fearful that the 
town people of Cairo may reaét S sath af to the preéence of 
this convention, age pict r 4 
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Office Niveniaiadien * UNITED STATES GOVE 
Bitrector, rer ( 
Res » Springfield (100-3198) 


SUBJECT: CO iiss 
ADVANCEVE!T OF COLORED. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


ATTENTION 3 MECHANICAL SECTION 


Enclosed is one (1) pack of exposed film, Super-XX, 34x 44. It 
is submitted for processing. Available light did not cmform to suggested 
Bureau standards; consequently, tao exposures were made of each portion of 
the copied document, one at 1/10 second and one at 1/25 second, with a 
constant aperture of fll. 


Two prints of the best negative of each portion of the document, 
together with all negatives, should be ret by registered mail to the 
Springfield Office. 
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PHILADELPHIA 
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COMINFIL, NAACP - PHILADELPHIA DIVISION INTERMAL SECURITY - Cc 


—-_- 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Class. & Ext. SIA d- Wh a 


Reason-FCIM II, aan a 


i. . : / 
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- te of Review 4 777 | 5 ? 
In December, 1952, Philadelpiia Chapter NAACP had about 6,000 members. 


Goal of 1953 membership drive in Philadelphia was 12,000 members. 
set forth 
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2 = Ge2, Philadelphia (RM) 
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PH 100-9973 


DETAILS: 


The title of this case is being changed to "COMINFIL, . 
NAACP - PHILADELPHIA DIVISION" for purposes of clarification inas- 
much as the NAACP is not itself under investigation but rather the 


efforts of the CP and other subversive organisations to infiltrate 
the NAACP. | 


All confidential informants utilized in this report are 
of known reliability wless otherwise described. 


ne eananin Association for. the Advancement of Colored 
People, the Communist Party, USA, District of Eastern Pennsylvania 
and Delaware, the Socialist Workers Party, and the Independent 
Socialist League will be referred to in this report as the NAACP, 
the CP, EPD, the SWP, and the ISL, respectively, for purposes of 
brevity. 


The CP, USA, the SWP, and the ISL have been cited by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


I. MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCES 


A. 1952 Membership 


c 


GD 64. b7 


Total NAACP membership in Philadelphia, as of the end of 


1952, was about 6,000. 
GEE 66. 0% 


The Philadelphie Tribune, December 13, 1952, page 8, colum 1, 
reflects that the total membership of the NAACP in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania was approximately 10,000. 


B. 1953 Membership 


The Philadelphia Tribune, March 31, 1953, page 3, column 3, 
reflects that the 1953 MAACP membership drive in Philadelphia will 


commence on April 12, 1953, and that the goal will be a total of 
12,000 members. 


A mimeographed letter of the Philadelphia NAACP states that 
the 1953 recruiting drive is falling far short of expectations and 
that only 3,500 members have been sigmwd up. 


ame 


C. Finances 


| 
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A. State of Pennsylvania 


The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, September 29, 1952, page 5, 
column 2, reflects that the following officers were elected at the annual 
state convention of the Pennsylvania NAACP held at New Castle, Pa., in 


September, 1952s 2 06S OEE Cia = OS Se a it 
President Dr. B. KZ JOHNSON 


Johnstown, Pa. 


; oe ar tp tp nn mp Hee a a ae 
~ ore 7use-« 


es -. os ~ \ «A we de 


° « & °P BB Sn RSS. Bed Pade toate \o ee i. tee $ le ia » “Ss ps 


Qy 


AL 


ua —— 
Vice-President Dr. JAMES A<“GILLESPIB 
— ii New Castle, Pa. 


Vice-President JO , ‘ a 
Amb 


Ps : 
Vi 0e-Pre sident Mrs. a ane 


Johnstown, Pa. | 


Recording Secretary Mrs. A WALKER 
pie aaike isis Hollidaysburg, Pa. 


Corresponding Mra. MILDRE ELL 
Secretary Johns town 


Treasurer JOHN JONES 
Pi ttsburgh, Pa. 


B. Allentown Chapter 


The Morning Call, June 10, 1953, a newspaper published in 
Allentown, Pa., states that an RAACP branch was recently established 


in Allentown. According to the article, the officers of the new 
chapter ares \ 


President Mrs. ELI usery/frewonn 


Vice-President BRADFO Ae 
Committee member | Mre. A. FOX 


Committee member 


CONFIDEASTIAL’ 
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C. Easton Chapter 


The Easton Express, December 2, 1952, a newspaper published 
in Easton, Pa., reflects that the following individuals were re 
elected as officers of the Easton Branch of the HAACP,for 1 

President Mrs. CLIFFOL 
Vice-President ROBERT MILLER 
Treasurer GERTRUDE AUBBARD 


Secretary NORA/WASHING TOS 


D. Harrisburg Chapter 


The Philadelphia Tribune, January 27, 1953, page 14, 
column 4, reflects that the Harrisburg Branch of the NAACP had recently 
. gelected the following individuals to serve as officers for 1953: 
President Dr. GEORGE Az JONES 
Vice-President Rev. FRANKLIN Lz HENLEY 


Secretary Mrs. CELESTINE CARTER 


Assistant Secretary Miss ERVESTINE B. TOMAS 


Treasurer WILLIAM EB, JOHNSOV 
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E. Philadelphia Chapter 


The Pittsburgh Courier, PhiladoJphia edition, May 3, 1952, 
page 1, column 5, reflects that CHARLES - RATER has been appointed as 
Executive Secretary of the Philadolphié Branch of the NAACP. ae 
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The National Negro Gongrosé has deen dosignated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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The Civil Rights Corgress has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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The Philadgtphia Sthool of Social Science and Art has been 
designated by the Attor ney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450, 


eee 
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The Philadelphia Committee to Defeat the Mundt Bill was an 
organization formed for the purpose of opposing the passage of the 
Mundt-Ferguson Bill in Congress. This organization was controlled by 
the Philadelphia Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress. 


The National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, with which 
the Philadelphia Council was affiiiated, has been designated by the At-~- 
torney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


* ”  CONFIDRMTAL 


F. Philadelphia Youth Council 


A newsletter of the Philadelphia Youth Council, NAACP,’ _.* __ 
dated March, 1953, reflects that the following officers of that coed 1 


were elected on January 20, 19538 ‘¢ 


President EVERSLEYA AUGHAN 


Vice-President J on PARKER 
Secretary 0, JARSHALL 


Corresponding Secretary Mrs. FLORENCE FARNUM 


‘ 


Treasurer BETTY_S0ofT 
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The Labor. Youth League has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


III. INFILTRATION OF NAACP BY CP APD OTHER 
SUBVERSIVE ORGANI ZATIONS 


A. OP Infiltration in Lehigh Valley Area 
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The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professic: 
which which the Philadelphia Council is affiliated, has been cited aé & 
"Communist front organization" by the California Committee on Un-American 


activitios Fressntation Report, Californie Senate Journal, page 696, 
Movember 23, 1949. 


(b fo 
X7k0) 


EE 6600) 


The highest membership of the Philadelphia RAACP was reach- 
ed in December, 19455 when it had Laos menbers . quar) 
1946, elections + 


After the CP gained con- (bak) 
he chapter, membership began to drop sharply as the anti- (h\aK0) 
Contam’ ot members commenced dropping out rather than fighting to 
regain control of the Philadelphia NAACP. By December, 1948, the 
Nau.CP membership had dropped to approximately 3,000 members. 


In January, 1948, anti-Communist members of the F 
phia chapter had organized their force 


Among the leaders of the Comeunist faction 
NAACP polisy during the period om Jan S40, 
or 


a “< 


In the mma elections the Communist forces wero 
defeated and Dr. HARRY PE wos elected head of the Philadelphia 
NAACP. During the t two years the anti-Communist forces have 

solidified their control of the local chapter and the memberships ~ 
of the Communists within the organization have expired. They no —— 


longer attend meetings, and their offers to aid in the membership 
drive of the NAACP in 1952 were rofused. 


oY 


At the present time, the Philadelphia chapter of the 
NAACP is entirely free of Communist infiltration, but the local 


leadership is on the alert for any further attempts of the Communists 
to enter the organization and assume control. 
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D. Attempts By the Philadelphia Labor 
Committes to Defend Negro Rights 
to Influence! NAACP Polic 


ep 


The Philadelphia Labor Committee to Defend Negro Rights has 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 
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the "Daily Worker" ig an Bust Coast Communist newspapers” 


t. 
CT 6% 


E. Attempted Infiltration of 
NAACP by the CRC 


in an attempt to secure Tht wpors OL Tai AAUP in We OUG 


ign to defend FLETCHER MILLS. however, showed 
little ‘dnolination to ere the CRC in™rv forts in behalf of 


MILLS. 
(bX2) 
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EE (bie), (by6)'0) 
F,. SWP Infiltration of the 


NAACP in the Philadelphia Area 


(by 


Cb ya), 6) GAD) 


The S7P Executive Board of the Philadelphia Branch has de- 
cided to assign individual S‘JP mombers to a other or- (h ike 
ganizations to find out their activities. s selected ) 
on 


to join the NAACP, attend its meotings an s activitios 


to the S*¥P membership. 


aaa 
(ofa) 
has requoste 


g° on ( 
the mai ° @ NAACP for e provi SYP (of ( ) 
with informtion concerning NAACP activities. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGB, cont'd 
INFORMANTS, cont'd 


IDENTITY OF DATE OF ACTIVITY AND/O2Z 1D 
o) SOURCE ___ DESCRIPTION OF INFO BBR Iver 


ot oe See 


PHILADELPHIA DIVISION 


At Philadelphia, Pa. 


Will follow and report future attempts of the CP and other 
subversive organizations to infiltrate the NAACP. 


REFERENCE: Report of SA Pe ::-: S=1-52, at Philadelphia. 
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